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Field Study Report 
 

Goals and Context 
 

With a student body of approximately 45,000 students, the University of Washington sees 
thousands of people on its campus every day. For this reason, it is no surprise that people who 
want to get a message across would utilize the school’s common areas. From protestors to 
missionaries, University of Washington students have seen it all. The goal of this field study was 
to explore the interaction between University of Washington students and “promoters.” For the 
purpose of this study, I defined promoters as anyone with the goal of convincing students to sign 
something, buy something, or join something. As a student at the University of Washington, I 
have experienced these promoters first hand, and nearly always, I avoid them like the plague. 
The daily newspaper for California State University Northridge describes these promoters as a 
“nuisance to students,” and argues that these promoters are “hindering [students’] pursuit of 
education.” They discuss how promoters’ “strategic placement” makes it difficult for students to 
avoid them, especially when they are running late for class. In response to the possible argument 
that students could just ignore or decline the solicitation, they state that often students “do not 
feel comfortable in declining,” and that they shouldn’t be subjected to this type of interaction in a 
place of learning [Eilhardt]. The daily newspaper for Moorpark College also feels negatively 
towards promoters. When describing abortion protesters that recently pamphleteered at the 
school, they stated, “Shock is at the face of their campaign – elements designed to trigger 
reactions but not to inform.” They argue that this forces students into the position of being a 
“captive audience” [Duncan]. My motivation behind conducting this research was to find out if 
other students felt the same way I do towards promoters, and if so, find out how to change these 
feelings to be more pleasant for students and more productive for promoters. These findings 
could help promoters, and the organizations whose causes they promote, to better understand 
the student demographic that they are targeting, and in turn develop a more effective way of 
getting their message across. 
 
Approach 
 
 The overall approach I used for my fieldwork was a deep hanging out strategy. This 
strategy is described as “A more structured form of pure observation…involving significant 
amounts of observation along with involving yourself in the process” (Courage & Baxter 575). I 
wanted to use the deep hanging out strategy because I felt it would be the most successful way to 
observe this interaction. I considered using the contextual inquiry strategy before I started the 
fieldwork, because I thought asking students why they respond the way they do towards 
promoters would really make students think, and possibly realize that they don’t know why. 
However after some thought, I decided against this idea, because I realized students would 
probably think I was just another promoter. I also knew the importance of blending in, as I didn’t 
want anyone to notice I was watching him or her and to feel uncomfortable.  
 



 For my first research session, I sat in Red Square on April 13th, starting at approximately 
11:30am, and observed both a group of Donald Trump protestors and a small group of Catholics 
promoting their church. The second field study was also on April 13th, this one starting at around 
12:40pm on the steps between Red Square and the Quad. For this field study, I observed two 
promoters handing out flyers for off-campus housing. My third field study was on April 18th, 
starting at 11:25am, by the entrance to campus from 45th street and 19th avenue.  For these 
research sessions, I used two different types of recording strategies. For the first session, I sat in 
Red Square with my notebook and mechanical pencil. I felt that I blended in pretty well, simply 
due to the size and multipurpose nature of Red Square. For my next two research sessions, a 
notebook and pencil would have made my efforts to blend in a bit more difficult. When I 
conducted my fieldwork in-between the Quad and Red Square, the weather was cold and gray, 
and there were very few students in the Quad. Because of this, I felt I might stand out by sitting 
down on the grass. To combat this, I use the “Notes” application on my iPhone to take notes and 
appear to be texting or doing something else non-suspicious. When I conducted my third field 
study, the weather was nice, but the location was certainly not one for studying. Because of this, I 
used the iPhone strategy once again.  
 
 To analyze my data, I coded observations into different categories to help clarify my 
findings. This allowed me to recognize patterns and notice new aspects of my research that I 
hadn’t thought about before.  
 
Results 
 
 Through my field research, I was able to observe several different promoter strategies, 
and the different ways that students react to them. By analyzing and coding my data, I was able 
to notice some similarities between promoter strategies that either worked or didn’t work.  
 
Promoter strategy: observation 
 
 During the first field study, the Donald Trump Protesters used megaphones and large 
banners to get students’ attention. What one would expect to be interpreted as aggressive and 
make students feel uncomfortable turned out to be the most successful promoter strategy. By 
announcing their thoughts for everyone to hear, promoters were able to collect a crowd of 
students that were clearly interested in what they had to say. Once a crowd had formed, the 
promoters that carried clipboards only targeted the students they knew were interested. This 
resulted in a fairly large number of interactions between promoters and students that were not 
forced or uncomfortable. One piece of my data reads, “I notice the people with clipboards are 
now talking to more people, but it didn’t look quite as forceful as before. They weren’t setting 
their sights on one person then walking right at them, they were letting students come to them 
more.” On several occasions, their comments were vulgar, such as “F*ck the military,” and on 
other occasions they seemed to try to put UW students down to get their attention. For example, 
they started a chant saying, “U-Dub you’re no good.” However, only a few minutes after both of 
these comments, I counted a crowd of around one hundred people, whom I presumed to be 
students due to their backpacks.  
 
Promoter strategy: Forced Interaction 
 



 The church recruiters and off-campus housing promoters both fell under this category, as 
well as the Donald Trump protesters at certain points during their time on campus. Before they 
started using the megaphone, the Donald Trump protestors used the “forced interaction” 
strategy by watching students, finding a target, and walking straight towards them. On most 
occasions, this strategy did not work at all, as most students ignored them and walked away. One 
of my data points reads, “M1 stays in place for a few seconds looking around, focuses on another 
boy close-by, and starts walking towards him… M1 says something to him and the boy shakes his 
head and keeps walking.” In a similar interaction less than a minute after, “M1 says something to 
the boy, the boy doesn’t stop walking, looks at him, and looks away.”  

 
Students responded in a similar fashion to the off-campus housing promoters. These 

promoters simply repeated “off-campus housing” to anyone that appeared to be a student, and 
held out a flyer in their direction for them to take. I perceived most students to be uninterested in 
what these promoters had to give, and on several occasions they also appeared uncomfortable. 
Most of the students that took flyers still ignored the promoters, which suggested that they only 
did so because they felt uncomfortable completely dismissing them. Nearly all of the student 
reactions to this that I observed fell into one of four categories: completely ignoring them, taking 
the flyer but avoiding eye-contact, making eye-contact but not taking the flyer, or taking the flyer 
and making eye contact. Seven of my data points fell in the “ignored them completely” category, 
ten data points fell under “avoided eye-contact, but took flyer,” three data points fell under 
“made eye contact, but didn’t take flyer,” and two data points fell under “made eye contact and 
took flyer.” These statistics were out of a total of twenty-two data points that involved promoter-
student interactions. Of the students that took the flyer, five of these data points describe the 
students crumpling or folding the flyer immediately, or not looking at the flyer at all. 

 
The church recruiters followed almost exactly the same strategy as the Donald Trump 

protesters’ initial strategy – They watched students, picked a target, then walked straight towards 
them. On one occasion, “They start looking at a girl with a backpack wearing yoga pants and a 
purple hat. They leave the other two that talked to me, and start walking towards yoga pants girl. 
They stop the girl and I overhear them saying ‘the look on your face.’” The girl proceeded to tell 
them that she was in a hurry and walked away. These promoters talked to three groups people 
during my observation, and at least one of them was uncomfortable with their forced interaction.  

 
All of these promoters approached students with the goal of “trapping” them, in attempts 

to successfully get their message across. Both the church recruiters and Donald Trump protesters 
focused in on one student and intercepted them as they walked across Red Square, as described 
in previous paragraphs. The off-campus recruiters stood in such a way that no student could pass 
into the Quad from Red Square without being within about four feet from a promoter. Early on 
in that field study, “They stand about 10 feet away from each other, making it difficult for 
students to get through without talking to one of them.” As the field study progressed, “The two 
promoters move closer together, making the gap between them smaller.” Both methods 
effectively made it very difficult for students to avoid the promoters. This is a particularly 
counterintuitive strategy, because now students may resent the organization for making them feel 
uncomfortable and pressured. 

 
Promoter Strategy: No Interaction 
 



 The final strategy I observed was very passive and lacked any promoter attempts to get 
students’ attention. It consisted of three girls from a sorority sitting behind a table with necessary 
information displayed, talking amongst themselves. This strategy did not make students feel 
uncomfortable at all, but was extremely unsuccessful from a promoter standpoint. As students 
walk towards the Greek System and nearby houses and apartments, “Most students are walking 
with at least one other person and talking. Some students laugh amongst themselves as they walk 
by. No one stops at the stand, and the promoters continue to talk to each other.” Many other 
similar data points show no indication that students even realize that these promoters are there. 
The only student that bought anything from these promoters already knew the girls. In this data 
point, “They both enthusiastically say “Hi! How are you?” … One of the boys gives one of the 
promoters a dollar, and takes a cupcake. The boys then say that they need to go to class, and tell 
the girls that they will see them later.” 
 
 
Discussion/Reflection 
 
 The biggest limitation of my field research was simply the fact that it consists of only three 
30-minute sessions. There are many different types of promoters on campus, and I was only able 
to observe 4 different types. Also, a large part of this study revolves around how students feel 
about interactions with promoters, and because I chose the deep hanging out strategy, I didn’t 
actually ask the students how they felt afterwards. The fact that I didn’t speak to them also makes 
it impossible to confirm some of the inferences I made on different interactions. Another 
limitation that I discovered after completing my field observations was the fact that I went into 
my first field study somewhat biased. I was initially unaware of my bias, but when it came time to 
analyze my data, I was very surprised that the Donald Trump protestors had the most successful 
strategy. My expectation for them to attract very few students may have impacted how I chose to 
take field notes. This research could also possibly give rise to some ethical concerns, as the 
subjects I observed were uninformed, and did not consent to being watched. For this reason, I 
did not take note of any features that might identify the people I was watching.  
 

However, despite my limitations, my research conclusions provide a strong starting point 
and make clear that there is definitely room to improve these techniques. I was able to observe 
general patterns for how students respond to promoters in several different circumstances, and 
find similarities across very different promoting strategies. I clearly identified three main 
promoting strategies, as well as a technique that the promoters using the “forced interaction” 
strategy utilized to “trap” students. Also, my decision to use the deep hanging out strategy 
provided the opportunity get collect very authentic data. So, while having longer and more field 
studies would provide more data to analyze, the data I did collect was very realistic and useful.  
 
Implications for Design 
 
 I believe my research findings could be extremely beneficial for promoters. This 
information could help the various organizations that try to promote on campus to better 
understand the demographic they are targeting, and eventually develop a better strategy to 
communicate with students.  
 



 Most of my observations displayed strategies that, in general, didn’t work all that well. 
The girls from the sorority were extremely unsuccessful with their strategy, as they only managed 
to sell to one student that they were already friends with during the time I spent observing them. 
The off-campus housing promoters were mildly more successful, but most students seemed to 
only take the flyer because they felt uncomfortable completely ignoring them. The church 
recruiters interacted with far fewer students than the off-campus promoters or the girls from the 
sorority, some interactions seeming uncomfortable, others not. The Donald Trump protestors 
seemed to be unsuccessful at first, but when they finally collected a group of students, the people 
with clipboards seemed to have successful interactions with a good amount of students.  
 
 From what I observed, the Donald Trump protesters reached the most number of 
students, and the big difference that separated them from the rest of the promoters were the 
people with megaphones. They created a situation were students could observe, and were not 
just aggressively approached. This allowed for a crowd of people to form that only consisted of 
people who were interested in what they had to say. Once the crowd had formed, these students 
were more willing to talk to the promoters with clipboards. This research suggests that promoters 
could be more successful if they started targeting people they knew were intrigued or already 
interested in what they are promoting. If they conducted research beforehand to find out where 
students who may be interested in what they have to promote tend to congregate, they might be 
able to create a more positive experience for both the promoter and the student. For instance, 
the church recruiters may have had more luck by choosing to wait outside a class based on 
religion, or even inquire with the professor about having a few minutes at the start of class to talk. 
Another possibility would be to find new ways to promote their cause before the actual 
interaction, to start building interest. For example, putting up flyers and posters around campus. 
Finally, this data analysis was helpful in figuring out strategies that do not work, which is just as 
necessary and just as valuable as figuring out what does work.  
 
Ideas for Next Project 
 
 For my interviews, I would like to ask a variety of people how they feel when they 
encounter promoters. I think it would be interesting to ask them how they would respond in the 
four types of promoter situations that I observed, and see if their responses are consistent for all 
of them or different for different cases. I would also like to clearly ask about both how they would 
respond and how they would feel.  
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Appendix 1. Planning Materials 
 
 
Field Study Plan 
 
1) Project Focus: Student interactions with on-campus “promoters”.  For the purpose of this 

research, I will define a promoter as anyone trying to convince students to sign something, buy 

something, or join something. 

 

2) Objective: How effective are promoter methods towards students? 

 

3) I will be engaging in “deep hanging out” for my field study research. I will be observing 

interactions in various locations around campus, in which I will try to immerse myself.  

 

4) Sessions:  

Overall logic: As my observations are subject to wherever I find promoters, I do not have any 

observation locations that are set in stone. However, from my two years of experience as a 

student at the University of Washington, I have several locations in mind. I intended to look in 

locations where students tend to hang out, or path through very often.  

• Session 1: Red Square. Red square is a prime location for promoters, as it is a very 

central spot on campus, surrounded by large lecture halls and libraries. I intended to sit 

down in a discrete location that provides me the best view of the promoters I am 

watching.  



• Session 2: The Quad. I have also notice that The Quad, especially during spring quarter, 

is a popular location for promoters. I intended on sitting down on the grass to watch the 

promoters.  

• Session 3: Bridge to west campus. I often see people handing out flyers on the campus 

side of the west campus bridge. If I find promoters here, I will try to find a spot that isn’t 

too noticeable to observe them.  

 

5) I plan on taking notes on either my computer or a notebook. I expect the Quad to be 

particularly easy to blend in, because during spring quarter the Quad is filled with students doing 

homework.  I expect there to be fewer students doing homework in Red Square and by the west 

campus bridge, but working on a computer or notebook here still isn’t unusual, and I don’t 

believe I will have any trouble with blending in.  

  

6) Entrée/Recruitment: Since I will be engaging in “deep hanging out,” I will not need to recruit 

participants. I will also be in public spaces, so I will not have to gain permission to be there.  

 

7) Ethics: Since I am going to be conducting observational research, I will need to be careful to 

keep private any information that gives away students’ identities. In general, I don’t believe 

people particularly liked being watched, so I will need to make blending in a priority, as to not 

make anyone feel uncomfortable.  

 
Field Study Protocol 
 
1) In getting ready for each study session, I need to remember to have either a computer full of 

battery or at least 10 pages to take notes, as well a pen or pencil.  



2) At the beginning of each study session, I need to remember to observe and take notes without 

being biased, and to watch for everything, not focus on only the questions I’ve come up with. I 

also need to remember how important it is to successfully blend in.  

 

3) During each study session, I need to remember to refer to my questions and make sure that I 

am looking for them all. I need to remember to really focus on students’ antics and facial 

expressions.   

 

4) At the end of each session, I need to remember to write down any general observations that I 

may have felt I didn’t have time to write before. I also want to review my notes to finish sentences 

and complete ideas, in case I felt to need to write very quickly.  

 

5) After the session is over, I need to remember to re-write my notes to fully articulate my ideas, 

and clean everything up for analysis.  

 
Appendix 2. Field Notes 
 
Field Note 1 
4 – 13 
Red Square, University of Washington 
Red Square is a large open area that is very central to the University of Washington campus. It is 
surrounded by Kane lecture hall, Suzzallo library, Odeggard library, and several other campus 
buildings. By way of Red Square, students can enter the Quad, walk down to Drumheller 
Fountain, or walk across the bridge to west campus. The square is paved with brick, and has four 
large brick blocks in the center that serve as seating.  
 
11:20 am 
I walk outside of Kane Hall after my class ends and notice that there is a group of people in the 
center of Red Square surrounding a red banner that says “WE NEED A POLITICAL 
REVOLUTION AGAINST THE BILLIONAIRE CLASS  --- Join the socialist alternative.” I 
see that there are about five men and women with clip boards and signs, and I decide they will be 
a good focus for my first field study.  



 
11:21 am  
My boyfriend also has a class in Kane at 10:30, and I meet him outside of Kane. We both walk 
into Red Square, after standing on the steps in front of Kane, and begin to look for a good place 
to for me sit and watch.  
 
As we wander, I see out of the corner of my eye that one of the men with clipboards and walking 
directly towards us. I look towards my boyfriend, the opposite direction of the man, and walk 
away quickly. I look back after about 10 seconds and the man has turned around and is walking 
back towards his group.  
 
My boyfriend and I keep stopping and looking around for a good place to sit. We finally decide 
on a spot on the steps in front of Kane, closest to Suzzallo library. I was hesitant at first, because 
there were people sitting about 4 feet away from the spot we were eyeing, but decided it was still 
the best spot.  
 
11:25 am 
We sit down on the steps, and the people who were sitting 4 feet away start talking to us. They 
ask if we were looking for something because we seemed somewhat lost. I tell them that I’m 
doing a research project and I needed to find a place to watch the people in the center of Red 
Square.  
 
They are one boy and one girl, both look about 25 or 26 years old. The girl has blond hair and is 
wearing a V-neck pink T-shirt, jeans, and a light jacket. The boy is wearing circular, dark 
sunglasses, a baseball hat, a puffy red jacket, jeans, and boat shoes. He has a football with him.  
 
I sit down, and my boyfriend continues to stand. The girl immediately scotches closer to me and, 
tells me her name, and reaches her hand out to shake. I shake her hand and tell her my name. 
While this is happening, the boy gets up and does the same to my boyfriend. The separately start 
asking us about our majors, our classes, and other bits of small talk. At one point I overheard the 
boy commenting on the fact that he and my boyfriend had the same shoes and how “cool” the 
shoes were. I was a bit confused as to why they were talking to us, but started to feel like they 
were going to try to sell us on something.  
 
The girl tells me that she used to go to UW, and she still participates in a church that has 
something to do with the school. When I realized that they were trying to talk to us about 
religion, I didn’t focus on the details.  
 
My boyfriend interrupts the boy to say that he has lab in 10 minutes and needs to go, the boy 
responds and says “Ok, but let me just tell you about our church.” My boyfriend looks frustrated 
and annoyed, but stays and tries to be polite. The boy hands him and piece of paper with their 
information on it. My boyfriend says ok, and then tells me he’ll see me later and he’s headed to 
lab. I say ok.  
 
The girl starts asking me about my history with religion, I tell that I used to go to Catholic school, 
but was never very religious, and stopping going to church when I was very young. I make it 
clear that I’ve had the opportunities, but haven’t really thought about it.  



 
They start telling me “we’re all flawed, but look at Jesus.” At this point I was very uncomfortable, 
as I’m an atheist, and didn’t know how to make that clear without being rude. They continue to 
ask me if I’ve considered “trying out the church again,” and I say “no, not really,” but “maybe 
eventually” because I didn’t want them to start giving reasons in attempts to change my mind.  
 
The girl tells me I should think about it and email her anytime, then hands me a flyer with her 
information on it. She shakes my hand again and they both move to another area in red square.  
11:59 am 
Although I found that encounter very uncomfortable, they gave me another focus for my first 
field study. I now was able to watch the people in the center of Red Square, as well as them.  
 
One of the men with the clipboards (M1) holds a large pink sign glued to a wooden stick. He 
holds the stick in his left hand, and the clipboard in his right. The sign says “bigotry.” 
 
12:02 pm  
 M1 walks up to an African American boy wearing a UW athlete backpack, jeans, and a 
sweatshirt. He is wearing large on-ear headphones. M1 says something to the boy, the boy 
doesn’t stop walking, looks at him, and looks away.  
 
M1 stays in place for a few seconds looking around, focuses on another boy close-by, and starts 
walking towards him. The boy is skinny, not too tall, has brown hair, and wears a backpack. M1 
says something to him and the boy shakes his head and keeps walking.  
 
12:04 pm 
I notice a man that looks about 70 sitting on the brick block in the center of Red Square that was 
directly in front of the “political revolution” banner. He has long, tangled white hair, wears a tie-
dyed shirt, and has a dog on a leash. He appears to me to be homeless.  
 
I notice another man with a clipboard talking to a small Asian girl wearing a backpack. She 
leaves after talking to him for a minute, and he continues wandering red square. After a minute 
of wandering he walks back to the group of people near the sign and starts chatting. There look 
to be about 15 people surrounding the sign.  
 
Another man with a clipboard is talking to a boy with short black hair. He appears to be signing 
the page on the clipboard. He hands the clipboard man back a pen, and walks away.  
 
12:05 pm 
I notice two people, a girl and a boy, with megaphones standing in front of the red banner. They 
look like they are in their late 20s. The girl is wearing jeans and a hoodie, and has short hair. 
 
The girl with the megaphone starts to lead a chant into the megaphone. The group around the 
banner chants back, but it is clear only those who she is with are participating or watching. Now 
all the people with signs and clipboards have collected around this woman and the banner, no 
one is trying to talk to students at this point. 
 
There are not very many people in red square. I counted about 40.  



 
12:06 pm 
Megaphone man now starts talking. He’s making announcement and the group cheers in 
response. From what I can hear, megaphone man is talking about unemployment. He says, 
“What do you think about that?” Crowd yells “Boo.” 
 
I look over at the church recruiters and notice they are now laughing with two other girls. One 
girl is African American and wears bright colored leggings and a jacket; the other is white, and 
wears jeans and a t-shirt. They start looking at a girl with a backpack wearing yoga pants and a 
purple hat. They leave the other two that talked to me, and start walking towards yoga pants girl.  
 
They stop the girl and I overhear them saying “the look on your face.” I could only see the back 
of her head, but I assumed it was because she didn’t want to be talking to them and wasn’t sure 
what to do. I then overhear her saying “I’m in a hurry.” She takes one of their flyers then keeps 
walking.  
 
She walks slowly past the group surrounding the banner and watches and listens to them for a 
while. She then sits down on one of the middle blocks and watches the “political revolution” 
group from there. I felt it was important to note this because it did not look like she was actually 
in a hurry.  
 
12:11 pm 
Man I thought looked homeless lets go of dog and holds a large sign in the shape of a peace 
symbol. He yells randomly.  
Megaphone man talks about UW being closer to implementing a good minimum wage. Group 
cheers. The group is still only the people that were there originally, and well as the people with 
clipboards and signs.  
 
12:12 pm 
Megaphone man starts a chant saying “U-dub you’re no good.” 
 
The church recruiter boy that I spoke to is now passing his football in red square with one of the 
church recruiter girls that I did not speak to. After a few passes they continue to wander around 
Red Square. They are not wearing anything to reveal them as church recruiters. They walk back 
to the steps in front Suzzallo to stand with the church recruiter girl that I spoke to. The boy puts 
down his backpack and red jacket on the Suzzallo steps.  
 
12:13 pm 
Megaphone girl is yelling with an angry tone, and the group is yelling back.  
 
12:15 pm 
I notice the people with clipboards are now talking to more people, but it didn’t look quite as 
forceful as before. They weren’t setting their sights on one person then walking right at them, 
they were letting students come to them more.  
 
12:16 pm 



More students are collecting around the protestors. Some protestors are wearing bright orange 
vests and continue to socialize with each other. 
 
12:17 pm 
A UW tour group walks past the protestors towards the west campus dorms. Some people look 
over, but no one stops.  
 
12:18 pm 
The church recruiter boy is now talking to a boy with a backpack wearing shorts, a t-shirt, and 
flip-flops outside of Suzzallo. They talk for a while, then I the church recruiter writes something 
down on the flyer and hands it to the boy. They talk for a few more seconds, and then the boy 
walks away. The church recruiter goes back to his friends and talks with them.  
 
12:20 pm 
This is passing period. Bells ring from behind me inside Kane hall. Many students start leaving 
Kane hall, entering Red Square from the Quad, and entering Red Square from the fountain.  
 
Woman in stripped shirt takes pictures of the protestors and their setup.  
 
People with signs are still clumped together, not moving to talk to students.  
 
12:22 pm 
Man with red sign and clipboard start watching students walk by. Another tour group walks by, 
most ignore the protestors and continue walking past slowly. Megaphone girl yells aggressively 
and gets response from crowd.  
 
12:23 pm 
Red sign man continues to watch students. He seems to target a small Asian girl, and manages to 
stop her. She is wearing neon shoes and a sweatshirt. She seems to be listening to what he is 
saying, and he starts unfolding a poster he has in his hand. He continues to talk to her with the 
poster unfolded.  
 
12:24 pm 
Megaphone boy yells “F*ck the military” 
 
12:25 pm 
Megaphone girl yells “Let’s fire it up!” 
 
The small Asian girl signs paper on the man with red sign’s clipboard. 
 
12:26 pm 
Around 100 people are now collected around the protestors. 
 
12:27 pm 
The church recruiters I spoke to are on the Suzzallo steps with another black man I assumed to 
be with them because he is holding a Bible. They are talking to three people with backpacks.  
 



The black man opens the Bible and points towards the book, continues talking and looking at 
them. He changes pages and continues talking.  
 
12:28 pm 
Cheering from protestors, as well as some of the other people watching now. The homeless-
looking man is now back with his dog.  
 
12:29 pm 
A new man takes a megaphone and starts talking about all of the bad things Donald Trump 
does. More people collect and cheer. Most of the people collected have backpacks; they seem to 
be students.  
 
The church recruiters are still talking to the same three kids, but their two other girl church 
recruiter friends have now joined them again. 
 
12:32 pm 
One protestor with a clipboard is speaking to a group of people with backpacks while the 
megaphone people yell.  The other protestors sign are all different colors, including white, pick, 
blue, red, and some are simply made of cardboard.  
12:33 pm 
The megaphone people start moving the banner. They ask everyone to get behind the banner, 
and then they start marching out of Red Square toward the bridge to west campus. The 
megaphone girl is leading a chant.  
 
A decent sized group follows, but many students stay behind. Man with pink sign continues to 
talk to two Asian women. Man with red sign finishes his conversation with a person with a 
backpack, then quickly walks to catch up with the pack.  
 
Their tent in the center of Red Square remains, with one student looking at things they have on 
their table.  
 
12:35 pm 
The church recruiters stand in front of Suzzallo, talking amongst themselves.  
 
 
Field Note 2 
4 – 13 
Stairs between the Quad and Red Square 
 
To enter the Quad from Red Square, students have to walk up about 6 long steps. To the left of 
the steps is Savery Hall, and to the right is Gowen Hall. This is a very high traffic location for 
students, as many students follow this path to get the Greek system houses or the North campus 
dorms.  
 
 
12:38 pm  



Two girls are standing on the steps leading from Red Square into the Quad. They stand about 
10 feet away from each other, making it difficult for students to get through without talking to 
one of them. The girl on my left says, “Looking for off campus housing?” as I pass, and hands me 
a flyer. I half-smile, take the flyer, and keep walking. The flyer repeats “Looking for off campus 
housing?” It also has a picture of an apartment building, as well as contact information and a 
website URL.  
 
Once I enter the Quad, I find a tree to lean against and take out my phone. I don’t want to sit on 
the grass because it’s a bit cold out and there are no others students sitting in the Quad. I don’t 
think I am noticeable here, and decide taking notes on my phone would be the best way to blend 
in. I open up the “Notes” application on my phone and begin to observe.  
 
The girls are both wearing blue jeans with sweaters, but do not look like they were trying to 
match. When there aren’t students walking by, they talk to each other and laugh. They both hold 
a stack of about 100 flyers, each flyer probably about 4 x 5 inches.  
 
12:40 pm  
A girl with backpack walks in between the two promoters coming from Red Square, and one 
promoter says “Looking for off-campus housing?” The girl ignores them completely, and keeps 
walking.  
 
A group of little kids walks by with two adults from the Quad into Red Square. The kids look to 
be in elementary school. The promoters don’t say anything as this group passes.  
 
A boy walks from Red Square into the Quad talking on the phone. The promoter closest to him 
doesn’t say the speech this time, but does have her hand out with a flyer pointed towards him. 
The boy doesn’t look at either of the promoters, but takes the flyer and continues walking and 
talking on the phone.  
 
A girl with a green backpack walks from Red Square into the Quad, and looks up when the 
promoter closest to her says the speech. The girl says nothing, does not take the flyer, and keeps 
walking.  
 
12:42 pm 
An Asian boy with a black shirt and headphones on walks from Red Square into the Quad. 
When he notices the promoters, he takes him headphones off, accepts the flyers, and nods his 
head and the promoter he took the flyer from. Immediately after passing them, he rolls up the 
flyer and puts his headphones back on.  
 
A boy with a grey sweatshirt walks from the Quad into Red Square, and stops when the 
promoter says her speech. He takes a flyer, shakes the promoter’s hand, and continues walking. 
He then looks down to read the flyer as he walks away.  
 
12:44 pm  
A girl with headphones in walks from Red Square into the Quad. She looks up at the promoters 
when one holds out the flyer, she shakes her head, and keeps walking.  
 



The two promoters move closer together, making the gap between them smaller.  
 
Two girls walk through the gap coming form Red Square into the Quad, and both promoters 
hold out flyers. The girls continue their conversation, and completely ignore the promoters. 
 
The promoters say nothing again as another group of elementary school age kids walk by coming 
from Red Square.  
 
12:45 
A girl walks from Red Square into the Quad, doesn’t say anything when offered a flyer, but takes 
the flyer and continues walking.  
 
A boy on the phone walks from Red Square into the Quad while on the phone, takes the flyer 
when offered, says nothing. After passing them, he takes a minute to read the flyer while on the 
phone, and then folds it once.  
 
A small Asian girl walks with a friend from Red Square into the Quad. She reaches out to take 
the flyer, and then pulls hand back and laughs, looking embarrassed. The then reaches her hand 
out again and actually takes the flyer, all the while still walking. She laughs and looks at friend.  
 
Boy walks from Red Square into Quad, doesn’t look at promoter, takes flyer, and then crumples 
the flyer up after walking about 20 feet from the promoters.  
 
Two girls walk from the Quad in to Red Square. Both girls take flyers, and one puts the flyer in 
her pocket immediately, and the other looks at it for a while first.  
 
12:47 pm  
Boy with headphones walks from Red Square into the Quad. He doesn’t look at the promoters 
when offered a flyer, and continues walking.  
 
Boy in green sweatshirt walking from Red Square to the Quad takes the flyer from the promoter, 
folds it, and then puts it in a pocket of his backpack.  
 
12:49 pm  
Girl with headphones walking from Red Square into the Quad takes the flyer, looks at it for 
around 5 seconds, and doesn’t fold it up when she stops looking at it.  
 
Boy with headphones walking from Red Square into Quad sees the promoters, walks to the very 
edge of the steps and looks straight ahead, and when the promoter closest to him hands the flyer 
out he shakes his head and keeps walking.  
 
12:51 
Boy walking from the Quad into Red Square takes the flyer when promoter hands it to him, 
looks at it for a while, and then folds it.  
 



One girl walks from Red Square towards the Quad, and is directly in the middle of the two 
promoters. When one promoter starts saying their speech, the girl walks closer to hear. She 
stands there for a moment, and then shakes her head at the flyer and keeps walking.  
 
Two older Asian women walk from the Quad towards Red Square, and stop to talk to one of the 
promoters. After talking to her for a minute, the two Asian women continue walking.  
 
A girl with an orange hoodie sweatshirt completely ignores promoter when handed a flyer, and 
quickly walks around the promoter. She walks from Red Square into the Quad. 
 
A girl walking toward the Quad wears a pink backpack and completely ignores the promoters as 
she passes by.  
 
12:54 
More people are walking through here now, as before it was almost always one person at a time. 
About 10 people go by, all completely ignoring the promoters.  
 
A girl with a sweater walks from the Quad towards Red Square and goes out of her way to take a 
flyer. She continues walking and does not look at the flyer.  
 
Two boys walk very slowly from Red Square toward the Quad, and ignore the promoters 
completely.  
 
About another 20 people go through, all ignoring the promoters.  
 
A man that looks to be about 50 walks from Red Square towards the Quad with two younger 
girls and a woman that also looks about 50. The man takes a flyer, says nothing, and continues 
walking.  
 
12:56 
It starts raining, the promoters run inside of Savery Hall.  
 
General note: No one stops walking as this exchange occurs, unless otherwise stated. Also, most 
people I observe have backpacks and appear to be students. If they do not look like students, I 
have stated so explicitly.  
 
 
Field Note 3 
4 – 18 
Entrance to campus from 45th St. and 19th Ave.  
 
On the campus side of 45th where it intersects with 19th Ave., there is a paved path that takes 
people into campus. If someone is walking from campus towards 45th on this path, when they 
almost reach the street, there is a large tree. At the tree, the path forks, so people can go left or 
right, but both end on 45th. Right in front of this tree, three girls from a sorority were sitting 
behind a folding table, attempting to raise money for their philanthropy.  
 



11:25 am  
 
As I walk back from class, I notice these girls behind their folding table. There is sign hanging 
from the front of the front that says “Anchorsplash,” along with their sorority name (I wanted to 
leave this out for ethical reasons). This is their sorority philanthropy. I notice various types of 
candy and baked goods on the table, with prices next to the designated food. As I walk by, the 
girls don’t say anything and don’t try to make eye contact with me. They are talking amongst 
themselves.  
 
I continue walking past them onto 45th St., but stop as soon as reach the street. I stand close to a 
bush that separates campus and the street, again pretending to be on my phone.  
 
11:30 
Lots of students walk by coming from campus, and the girls don’t try to get anyone’s attention. 
Some students look at the stand and continue walking, others don’t even look.  
 
A group of girls walking from campus stop at the stand. The girls behind the table (promoters) 
seem happy to see them. They enthusiastically say “Hey!” and chat with them for about 3 
minutes. Then the girls continue walking, and cross the street. They all walk into the same 
sorority house in which the promoters are attempting to raise money for, which is right across the 
street.  
 
11:35  
 
More students walk by, none stopping at the table. Several students look curious about what is on 
the table. A group of girls pass me heading towards campus, and comment on how “yummy” the 
food looks and how hungry they are.  
 
11:40  
 
A group of boys pass me heading toward campus, and stop and the stand. Both the boys and the 
promoters seem excited to see each other. They both enthusiastically say “Hi! How are you?” 
They chat for a bit. One boy seems to talk to one of the girls separately from the rest of the 
group, while everyone else talks together. One of the boys gives one of the promoters a dollar, 
and takes a cupcake. The boys then say that they need to go to class, and tell the girls that they 
will see them later.  
 
11:50 
 
The promoters have yet to actively try to get people to buy their food for the philanthropy. They 
continue to talk amongst themselves, and appear to bit sort of bored. One girl has her elbow on 
the table and hand underneath her chin, holding her head up. She looks very tired.  
 
11:55  
 
An older woman walking towards 45th is holding a briefcase and wearing business casual clothes. 
She walks towards up to the stand and starts talking with the promoters. She asks them what they 



are raising money for, and the promoters tell her about their philanthropy. The woman smiles 
and gives them $5, but only takes one 1$ cupcake. The girls all say thank you.  
 
11: 57 
Around 30 more students walk by, both heading towards and away from campus. Most students 
are walking with at least one other person and talking. Some students laugh amongst themselves 
as they walk by. No one stops at the stand, and the promoters continue to talk to each other. 
Two of them have their phones on the table, and one is actively looking at her phone. They all 
have iPhones.  
 
Two of the girls have straight brown hair, and one has straight red hair. One wears a short, blue 
summer dress, another wears black, loose shorts and a pink V-neck shirt, and the last one wears 
yoga pants and a loose shirt. They are all wearing flip-flops.  
 
12:00 
 
Three girls come up to the stand, and the three promoters stand up. They switch places, and the 
new girls sit down. The three old promoters talk with them for about a minute, and then walk to 
45th and cross the street. They walk into their sorority house.  
 
 


